











fessionally published as Rory Magill, celebrated her 8lst birthday on
the 4th of February with greetings from Ray Bradbury and Robert Bloch,
among other friends, among whom she numbers Robert Heinlein and Robert
Richardson. Heinlein will be the subject of an in-depth interview by
Frank Robinson in an upcoming issue of Playboy.

Larry and Noreen Shaw were welcomed to town at a dinner given by
Wendayne and Forrest Ackerman, with Phil and Bette Farmer, Sam and Flo-
rence Russell and Irwin (brother of Arthur) Porges and wife among those
present. Porges has been devoting a good deal of his time (together
with his wife) the past couple of years to burrowing through the papers
of Edgar Rice Burroughs' estate, contacting those who knew ERB and pre-
paring the definitive biography of the amazing man who invented Tarzan.
Porges revealed he had uncovered a letter written by Ackerman to Bur-
roughs in the early 30s when FJA was still in high school. Completed
work is expected to be a giant volume selling for at least $10. Bjo and
John Trimble gave a birthday party for George Barr. Bjo believes she
has come up with a TV format to out-star Star Trek. The Harlan Ellison
Movie, "a combination of realism and fantasy," is currently being scrip-
ted by HE for 20th-Fox. More than Superhuma, the new van Vogt collec-
tion from Dell, will include a previously unpublished android novelet by
the author and collaborations with James Schmitz and Forrest Ackerman.
Ackerman has been invited to be principal guest at a San Diego s.f. con-
ference on March 21st. Harry Harrison is presenting a course on s.f.
films at a San Diego college. Richard Sheffield is prepping a course on
s.f. films for students in Simi, Calif. Forrest Ackerman is preparing a
30-minute script on a 70-year history of science fiction films, which
will be filmed in his own home, with himself as narrator, by the Univer-
sity of Kansas, as part of the University's 10-hour course on s.f. to be
created on film under the aegis of James Gunn. Ackerman has been re-
tained by the legal department of Playboy magazine as their science fie-
tion expert on a pending plagiarism suit. William Nolan married Marilyn
Seal Pierce, author of Lost Continente (For the Millions series). Judy
Singer sold Bantam Terra Incognito; husband Alex will film the novel.
Ed Earl Repp (The Radium Pool) alive and well in California has  just
celebrated his 50th year as a professional writer.

NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT WINNERS ANNOUNCED The Caldecott Medal for the
artist of the "most distinguished American picture book" for children
has been awarded to William Steig, author-illustrator of Sylvester and
the Magic Pebble (Simon & Schuster). A runner-up for the Newbery Medal,
given for the "most distinguished contribution to American literature
for children" 1is Journey Outside by Mary Q. Steele (Viking, for review
see Lilliputia this issue). Among runners-up for the Caldecott Medal
were Leo Lionni for Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse (Pantheon) and Mar-
got Zemach for The Judge (Farrar).

SYMPOSIUM ON SOCIOLOGY AND PSYCHOLOGY OF FANDOM Everyone has a pet
theory on what this thing called fandom really is. I am soliciting ar-
ticles for a symposium on the sociology and psychology of fandom and
want items dealing with aspects of fandom as a subculture -- also indi-
vidual behavior within the subculture. Much of this type of work has
already been done for college term papers, theses, etc. and these, if
well written, will be considered. 1 also want humorous artwork related
to the same subject. I anticipate the symposium to run about 100 pages.
It will be multilithed. Direct inquiries and submissions to Brian
Burley, 1480 Route #u46, Apt. 123A, Parsippany, N.J. 07054. 5
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ALBUQUERQUE SF GROUP MEETING at
Los Ranchos Village Hall, 920
Green Valley Rd, N.W., Albu-
querque, N.M. For info: Bob

Vardeman, P.0. Box 11352, Albu-
querque, N.M. 87112

ESFA MEETING at YM-YWCA, 600
Broad St, Newark, N.J., at 3pm

Speaker: Donald R. Bensen
HOUSTON SF SOCIETY MEETING at
home of member. For info: Beth

Halphen, 2521 Westgate, Houston
Tex. 77019

FANATICS MEETING at home
member at 7:30pm. For
Quinn Simpson, 977 Kains
Albany, Calif. 94706
WOODCHUCKS MEETING
member. For info: Greg Bear,
5787 College Ave, Apt. 37, San
Diego, Ca.92120 (ph:286-4736)
WSFA MEETING at home of member
at 8pm. For info: Alexis Gill-
iland, 2126 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20032

NESFA MEETING at home of member
For info: NESFA, P. 0. Box G,
MIT Branch Sta, Cambridge, Mass
LITTLE MEN MEETING at home of
member at 8:30pm. For info: J.
Ben Stark, 113 Ardmore R4,
Berkeley, Calif. 94707
NAMELESS ONES MEETING
of member at 8:30pm. For info:
Wally Weber, Box 267, 507 3rd
Ave, Seattle, Wash. 98105 (ph:
RO7-6243)

PSFS MEETING at Central YMCA,
15th & Arch Sts, Philadelphia,
at 8pm

BALTIMORE SCIENCE FANTASY GROUP
MEETING at home of member. For
info: Jack Chalker, 5111 Liber-
ty Heights Ave, Baltimore, Md.
21207 (ph:301-367-0605)
CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP MEET-
ING at home of member. For in-
fo: Lou Tabakow, 3953 St. Johns
Terr, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
MINN-STF MEETING at home of
Walter Schwartz, 4138 Wentworth
Ave S, Minneapolis, Minn. 55409
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at home
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at noon. For info: Frank Sto-
dolka, 1325 W. 27th St, Minne-
apolis, Minn. 55408

HOUSTON SF SOCIETY, see March 1
MISFITS MEETING at home of mem-
ber at 3pm. For info: Howard
Devore, 4705 Weddel St, Dear-
born Heights, Mich. 48125 (ph:
LO5-4157)

FANATICS MEETING, see March 3
WOODCHUCKS MEETING, see March u
VALSFA MEETING at home of Chuck
Crayne, 1050 N. Ridgewood P1,
Los Angeles, at 7:30pm

WSFA MEETING, see March 6

22 MARCON at the Christopher
George Inn, Columbus, Ohio.
GoH: Anne McCaffrey. For info:
Larry Smith, 5370F Roche Drive,
Columbus, Ohio 43229

CHICAGO SF LEAGUE MEETING at
home of George Price, 1439 W.
North Shore Ave, Chicago, Il1l.
60626, at 8pm

DASFA MEETING at Columbia Sav-
ings & Loan Assoc, corner of W.
Colfax & Wadsworth, Lakewood,
Colo. at 7:30pm. For info: Cam-
ille Cazedessus Jr, P.0O. Box
550, Evergreen, Colo. 80439
DaSFS MEETING at home of member
at 8pm. For info: Tom Reamy,
Box 523, Richardson, Tex. 75080
LUNARIAN MEETING at home of
John Boardman, 234 E. 19th St,

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11226, at 8pm.
Guests of members and out-of-
town fans.

NESFA MEETING, see March 8

29 BOSKONE 7 at the Statler-
Hilton, Park Sq, Boston. GoH:
Gordon Dickson. Reg: $2 in ad-
vance, $3 at door. For info:
NESFA, P.0. Box G, MIT Branch
Sta, Cambridge, Mass. 02139

29 SFCON 70 at the Hilton Hotel
San Francisco. Adv. reg: $4.00
to March 15, payable to Sampo
Productions. For info: Quinn
Simpson, 977 Kains St, Albany,
Calif. 9u706
30 SCI-CON 70
tel in London.
info: Sci Con

at the Royal Ho-
Reg: 25/-. For
70, c/o Dark They
7



Were and Golden-Eyed, 28 Bed-
fordbury, London WC2, England

27 LITTLE MEN MEETING, see Mar.13

28 BALTIMORE SF GROUP, see Mar.1lu

28 CINCINNATI FANTASY GROUP MEET-
ING,see March 14

28 MINN-STF MEETING, see March 14

28 OMICRON CETI THREE MEETING at
home of member at 8:30pm. For
info: Joe Isenstadt, 821 N.
Hamilton Ave, Lindenhurst, N.Y.
(ph:516-TU8-8327)

29 OSFA MEETING at Museum of Sci-
ence & Nat. Hist., Oak Knoll Pk

at Big Bend & Clayton Rds, St.
Louis - the Science Bldg, 3rd
floor, at 2pm. For info: Ray

Fisher, 4404 Forest Park, St.
Louis, Mo. 63108

29 OSFiC MEETING in Toronto. TFor
info: Peter Gill, 18 Glen Manor
Dr, Toronto 13, Canada (ph: 694
0667)

April

2-4 MINICON 3 at the
Hotel, S. 6th St, Minneapolis.
Reg: $2.00, payable to Mrs,
Margaret Lessinger. For info:
Jim Young, 1948 Ulysses St N.E.
Minneapolis, Minn. 55418

10-12 LUNACON/EASTERCON at the Ho-
tel McAlpin, Herald Sg, N.Y.
GoH: Larry Shaw. Adv. reg: $2
to Devra Langsam, 250 Crown St,
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11225

25 8th ANNUAL COUNT DRACULA SOCIE-
TY AWARDS BANQUET at the Holly-
wood Knickerbocker Hotel, Los
Angeles, at 7pm.
payable to Dr. Donald A. Reed,

Dyckman

334 W. 54th St, Los Angeles
90037. Honoring Fritz Lang,
Fritz Leiber, etc. Speakers

Robert Bloch, Ray Bradbury,
George Pal & Forrest Ackerman.

30-May 3 FANCON 70 in Stockholm.
For info: John-Henri Holmberg,
Norrskogsvdgen 8, 112 64 Stock-
holm, Sweden

May
15-17 DISCLAVE at the Skyline Inn

8. Capitol St, Washington, D.C.
8

$8 per person

For info:
Woodbourne
21212

29-31 BOUCHERCON at the
Hotel, Santa Monica,
Adv. reg: S$4, payable to Bruce
Pelz. For info: Box 1, Santa
Monica, Calif. 90406

30-31 NORWESTERCON in Portland,
Ore. For info: Mike Zaharakis,
1326 SE 14th, Portland, Ore.
97214

Jack Haldeman, 1244
Ave, Baltimore, Md.

Miramar
Calif.

June

14 SF CONFERENCE at +the Midlands
Art Centre, Birmingham, England
For info: Peter Weston, 31
Pinewall Ave, Kings Norton,
Birmingham 30, England

18-21 MULTICON 70 at the Skirvin
Hotel, Broadway at Park Ave,
Oklahoma City. Reg: $3.50 pay-
able to Oklahoma Alliance of
Fandom. Guests: Buster Crabbe,
R.A. Lafferty, Jim Harmon, Reed
Crandall. For info: David
Smith, 133 Mercer St, Ponca
City, Okla. 74601

26-28 MIDWESTCON in Cincinnati,
Ohio. For info: Lou Tabakow,
3953 St. John's Terr, Cincinn-
ati, Ohio 45236

July
3-5 WESTERCON 23 at the Francisco

Torres, Santa Barbara, Calif.
Adv. reg: $3, payable to Dave
Hulan. For info: P.O. Box 4456
Downey, Calif. 9024l

17-19 PgHLANGE II at +the Chatham
Center Motor Inn, Pittsburgh.
GoH: Harlan Ellison. Adv. reg:
$2. For info: Linda Bushyager,
5620 Darlington Rd, Pittsburgh,
Pa. 15217

August

14-16 AGACON 70 at the  Howell
House Hotel in Atlanta. Reg:
$2.50 attending, $1.50 support-
ing. GoH: Sam Moskowitz. For
info: Glen T. Brock, Box 10885,
Atlanta, Ga. 30310



MEETINGS HELD EVERY WEEK:

ACUSF00S: Tues in Room 560 Loeb
Bldg, on Carleton Univ. campus,
at 7pm. For info: Richard La-
bonte, 53 Rosedale Ave, Ottawa,
Ontario Canada (ph:235-0875)

ANN ARBOR FANDOM: Wed at Green
House Lounge, East Quad, Univ.
of Mich, Ann Arbor, at 7pm. For
info: Ann Arbor Fandom, 1011
S.A.B., Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104

FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY
OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY: Thurs
in the Postcrypt (basement of
St.Paul's Chapel) on the Colum-
bia campus, at 8:30pm. For
info: Eli Cohen, 601 Furnald,
Columbia Univ, New York, N.Y.
10027 (ph:212-663-4653)

LASFS: Thurs at Palms Playground
Recreation Center, 2950 Over-
land Ave, W. Los Angeles, at 8
pm. (ph:838-3838)

MoSFA: Wed in the Student Union,
Univ. of Missouri, Columbia.
For info: Hank Luttrell, 1108

Locust St, Columbia, Mo. 65201

MSU FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SO-
CIETY: Fri at 8pm in lower
lounge of South Hubbard Hall,
on Michigan State Univ. campus.
For info: Tracie Brown, 551 Al-
bert St., Apt. 9, E. Lansing,
Mich. 48823 (ph:351-6497)

NOSFA: sat at homes of various
members at 7pm. For info: John
Guidry, 5 Finch St, New Orleans
La. 70124 (ph:282-0u43)

PORTLAND SOCIETY OF  STRANGERS:
Sat at homes of members at 7:30
pm. For info: Mike Zaharakis,
1326 SE 15, Portland, Ore.
(ph:232-8408)

QUANTA LTD: (sf, film fantasy)
Sun at home of Ivor & Deborah
Rogers, 1457 Crooks St, Green
Bay, Wis. 54301 at 3pm (ph:432-
4741)

TERMINAL BEACH CLUB: Thurs at SUNY
at Binghamton, at 8:30pm. For
info: Joni Rapkin, 67 Albert
St, Johnson City, N. Y. 13790.
(ph:607-797-4993)

THIRD FOUNDATION: Thurs in base-
ment of the New Student Center,
Wayne State Univ, Detroit, at
7pm. For info: Al Smith, 23491
Beverly, Oak Park, Mich. 48237
(ph:548-3081)

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO SF SOCIETY:
Tues at 7:30pm. For info: Mike
Bradley, 5400 Harper, Apt.1204,
Chicago, I11. (ph:312-324-3565)

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SF SOCIETY:
Wed in Room 113 David Kinley
Hall, on Univ. of 1Ill. campus,
at 7:30pm. For info: Larry
Propp, 1010 W. Green St, Apt.
335, Urbana, Ill. 61801 (ph:

332-2241)
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA SF ASSOC:
Sun at 2pm in Room 45 Skibo,

Carnegie-Mellon campus, 5000
Forbes Ave, Pittsburgh. For
info: Ginjer Buchanan, 5830
Bartlett St, Pittsburgh, Pa.
15217 (ph:421-0175)

Information supplied in this list is the latest available to us,includingall changes received prior to closing date.

MIRAGE PRESS CONSIDERING LAWSUIT As a result of the premature reprint
of Robert Bloch's Dragons and Nightmares in paperback, Mirage Press has
asked Mr. Bloch for an explanation and stiff settlement of this breach
of contract. The book was sold to Belmont almost one year before the
contract specified. Jack Chalker of Mirage has advised that "If he does
not settle with us for an amount at least equal to his profits for the
violation and meet conditions necessary to prevent cother authors from
breaking contracts in the future (for our protection), we shall be forc-
ed to sue him for an amount of real losses and punitive damages which
will run quite high...As to the question of whether or not he is in vio-
lation, let me just state that we have a lawyer willing to sue him on a
strict commission/fee basis -- and they won't do that unless they're
sure. The paperback edition is totally in violation of his contract. I
might add that, in the future, our contracts will include penalties and
guarantees as well as the threat of suit." g






Coming Attractions

F&SF -- April
Short Novel
ILL MET 1IN LANKHMAR by Fritz
Leiber
Novelette
IN BLACK OF MANY COLORS by Neil
Shapiro

Short Stories
SOULMATE by Charles W. Runyon
THE BRIEF, SWINGING CAREER OF
DAN AND JUDY SMYTHE by Carter
Wilson
THE WIZARD OF ATALA by Richard A
Lupoff
THEY ALL RAN AFTER THE FARMER'S
WIFE by Raylyn Moore
Science
THE NOBEL PRIZE THAT WASN'T by
Isaac Asimov
Cover by CHESLEY BONESTELL

GALAXY -- April

Serial
THE TOWER OF GLASS by Robert
Silverberg
Novelettes
ALLISON, CARMICHAEL AND TATTER-
SALL by Stephen Tall
DISCOVER A LATENT MOSES by Mich-
ael G. Coney
THE RUB by A. Bertram Chandler
Short Stories
NO PLANET LIKE HOME by Robert
Conquest
KINDERGARTEN by James E. Gunn
Meditation
DARWIN IN THE FIELDS by Ray
Bradbury
Cover by JACK GAUGHAN, suggested
by "Allison, Carmichael and Tat-
tersall”

IF -~ April

Serial
WHIPPING STAR by Frank Herbert
Novelettes
WATERCLAP by Isaac Asimov
SPACEMAN by Lee Harding
Short Stories
TO TOUCH A STAR by Robert F.
Young
SWAP by Ron Goulart

RIDE A TIN CAN by R.A. Lafferty
THOU SPARK OF BLOOD by Gene
Wolfe
Cover by JACK GAUGHAN, suggested
by "Waterclap"

Current Issue
ANALOG -- March

Serial
THE SIREN STARS by Richard and
Nancy Carrigan
Novelettes
RAVENSHAW OF WBY, INC. by W.
Mcfarlane
REVOLUTIONARIES by M.R. Anver
Short Stories
ONE STEP FROM EARTH by Hank
Dempsey
PROTECTION by Steven Shaw
WRONG RABBIT by Jack Wodhams
Science
ROVER DOES TRICKS 1IN SPACE by
Walter B. Hendrickson Jr.
Editorial
GOOD-BYE BARSOOM by JWC
Cover by FREAS for THE SIREN STARS

Current Issue
COVEN 13 -- March

Serial
LET THERE BE MAGICK! by James R.
Keaveny
Short Stories
THE BIDDERFROST DRAGON! by B.
Saunders
I, VAMPIRE! by Pronzini/Wallman
CONVERT by S.M. Clawson
ON THE STAIRS by E. Chater
EATS! by Sidney Harriet
Cover by WILLIAM STOUT

ACE MARCH RELEASES

Arnold, Edwin L. GULLIVER OF MARS
30600 60¢

Asimov, Isaac IS ANYONE THERE?
(nf) 37415 95¢

Blackmore, Jane BROOMSTICK IN THE
HALL (supernat) 08200 75¢

Davidson, Avram THE PHOENIX AND
THE MIRROR 66100 75¢

Merril, Judith, ed. ENGLAND SWINGS
20670 $1.25
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May

Hogan, Robert J. PURPLE ACES.
X1746 60¢

Laumer, Keith  THE LONG TWILIGHT
(repr) S1810 75¢

Harrison, Harry, ed. SF: AUTHOR'S
CHOICE #2 N1837 g5¢

June

Hogan, Robert J. ACE OF THE WHITE

DEATH X1764 60¢

Zelazny, Roger  DAMNATION ALLEY
(repr) S18u46 75¢

Herbert, Frank DUNE MESSIAH (re-
print) N1847 95¢

Knight, Damon, ed. ORBIT & (repr)
s1848 75¢

DOUBLEDAY SPRING TITLES

Aldiss, Brian W. BAREFOOT IN THE
HEAD: A European Fantasia. Mar.
$4.95

Harrison, Harry
March $4.95

Silverberg, Robert, ed. SCIENCE
FICTION HALL OF FAME, vol. 1.
April $7.95

Anderson, Poul
$4.95

Knight, Damon CHARLES FORT: Pro-
phet of the Unexplained. April.
$6.95

Ruzic, Neil P. WHERE THE WINDS
SLEEP: Man's Future on the Moon,
a Projected History. April.
$5.95

THE YEAR 2000.

TAU ZERO April.

HARCOURT SPRING TITLES

Reesink, Maryke & Adrie Hospes
PETER AND THE TWELVE-HEADED DRA-
GON (juv fty) March $u4.25

Eager, Edward HALF MAGIC (juv fty
repr) Voyager AVB59, March 75¢

Norton, Mary THE BORROWERS AFIELD
(juv fty, repr) Voyager AVB60,
March 75¢

Curry, Jane Louise THE DAYBREAKERS
(juv fty) April. $4.95

HARPER SPRING TITLES

Wiseman, B. MORRIS GOES TO SCHOOL

(juv fty) April $2.50

Huxley, Aldous LETTERS. April
$15.00

Benchley, Nathaniel THE SEVERAL

TRICKS OF EDGAR DOLPHIN
fty) April $2.50

Brock, Betty NO FLYING IN THE
HOUSE (juv fty) April $3.95

Calhoun, Mary WHITE WITCH OF KY-
NANCE (juv supernat) May $4.50

Silverberg, Robert, ed. THE MIR-
ROR OF INFINITY: A Critics' An-
thology of Science Fiction. May
$6.95

Stapp, Robert A MORE PERFECT UN-
ION May $7.50

Hoyle, Fred & Geoffrey ROCKETS IN
URSA MAJOR July $4,95

Nourse, Alan E. NINE PLANETS (nf,
rev ed) July $8.95

(juv

LANCER MAY RELEASES

Clement, Hal ICEWORLD (repr)
74-128 g5¢
THE NAKED SUN (reissue) 7u4-644
75¢

PUTNAM SPRING TITLES

Harrison, Harry THE DALETH EFFECT
March $4.50

Knight, Damon, ed.
$4.95

Simak, Clifford D.
MINDS April $4.50

Herbert, Frank WHIPPING STAR Ap-
ril $4.95

Laumer, Keith
April $4.50

Ferman, Edward L. & Robert P Mills
TWENTY YEARS OF THE MAGAZINE OF
FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION June.
$u.95

Knight, Damon, ed
84,95

ORBIT 6 April

OUT OF THEIR

THE WORLD SHUFFLER

ORBIT 7 June.

RANDOM HOUSE SPRING TITLES

McComas, J. Francis, ed. SPECIAL
WONDER: The Anthony Boucher Mem-
orial Anthology of Fantasy and

Science Fiction. March. $7.95
Suvin, Darko, ed. OTHER WORLDS,
OTHER SEAS. July $5.95

SIMON & SCHUSTER SPRING TITLES

Finney, Jack TIME AND AGAIN May
$7.50

Bunuel, Luis
ANGEL (script)

THE EXTERMINATING
$1.95 13






In the original book much is made of a Soviet rescue attempt -- a
space flight by a solo Russian cosmonaut. The solo American in the mar-
ooned spacecraft has to make a decision -~ whether to be saved instantly
by the Soviet cosmonaut who has already reached him in space, or wait a
while -- and gamble against his own rapidly dwindling oxygen supply --
in the hope that he will be rescued, not by a representative of an alien
power, but by somebody from his own side -- by an American. (Dare we
say, "Better dead than rescued by a 'Red'?")

The marooned spaceman elects to be rescued by "his own kind." The
Soviet cosmonaut accepts this decision like a gentleman; he stands by
gallantly and directs his floodlights toward the marooned American
spacecraft so that both the rescuer and the rescuee can see what they
are doing -- no small aid in the blackness of space. In the film ver-
sion, too, Russian spacemen figure in the attempts to help the stranded
Americans.

Rescue in space is an act, as far as we laymen know, that neither
we nor the Russians have yet been called on to perform. (There is al-
ways the tantalizing thought that neither side tells us everything.)
Both sides have tempted fate over and over again and -- so far -- have
gotten away with it. The great brains will tell you that, statistically
speaking, one of these days we may very well have to face up to a dis-
aster in space or on the moon.

Apart from the human aspects of such a disaster, there would be the
political ones: the Russians would not hesitate to slug us for our al-
leged lack of regard for safety in space. Their press, radio, and TV
(a not inconsiderable public relations establishment) would thunder
that, in our bloody hurry to be first in space, we did not care about
human life.

The spectre is always there. During the first moon landing, the
final touchdown on the moon was done by overriding the computer and com-
ing down on manual guidance. Always present was the danger of landing
on the wrong kind of terrain, or the module's being set down at such an
angle as to make it impossible for it to take off again.

During the second moon landing, it will be remembered, clouds of
lunar dust raised by the landing craft's rocket discharge against the
surface of the moon, obscured the pilot's vision. After the dust had
settled, our spacemen found that they had come down very close to the
edge of a crater. Had the craft landed only a short distance further
over, it might have touched down at an angle so pronounced as to make
subsequent takeoff from the moon impossible. If that had happened, the
ability of our brave spacemen to survive on the moon -- as in the case
of the three astronauts trapped in orbit in Marooned -- would have been
limited absolutely by their oxygen supply. To the best of our (layman's)
knowledge, there was no '"backup" rocket standing by on some nearby
launching pad, waiting to blast off and rescue our lunar explorers.

The dangers are always implicit. There is never any big publicity
about the possible need for rescue. Occasionally some newspaper man will
raise a few questions. Or a panel of "experts" will kick the question
around on TV, and Dr. so and so will reluctantly (or blandly) say, "Yes,
that's the way it is, boys. If one of the astronauts falls and breaks a
leg on the moon, they'll have to leave him behind."

In Marooned the project director, the Chief of Manned Space Flight
15



(played by Gregory Peck, who after all these years still looks like
Gregory Peck) 1is convinced that, on the basis of logic, mathematical
probabilities, etc., it is utterly impossible to save the three men
stuck up there in space. At one point he holds in his hand "...a report
to be issued Tuesday morning by the Director of Manned Space Flight em-
phasizing the high degree of safety and success in the program thus far.
The accident will be compared to the failure of an experimental air-
craft. It will be noted that in the development of such aircraft, a 10%
pilot loss is considered acceptable. And on Wednesday morning, if nec-
essary, the President will issue an appropriate message to the nation
emphasizing the courage and determination of the crew and their final
wish that the program be continued without pause."

Of course, nobody has asked the crew.

The well-known theme of sacrifice pops wup in the picture. Peck
himself suggests via radio link to the three marooned astronauts that
there definitely is not enough oxygen for three men. There may be enough
for two men, he says.

There is nobody in this film, male or female, of whom you will say
that he or she gave a great or brilliant performance. By the same token,
there is hardly anyone who is not more than adequate. Please note that
when I say there are no acting performances that will cause you to bring
out the adjective "brilliant," I do not mean to denigrate anything. The
play's the thing, not the individual acting performances. And this pro-
duction 'works'. There is never a dull moment. Marooned will not be one
of those space films where fifteen minutes have to be cut out here and
ten minutes there.

Marooned is literal, non-poetic documentary. It iIs as real as the
space shots we watched on our TV sets, except that it is in wide-screen
and in color. And we do get to know the people involved more intimately
than is possible in instantaneous TV transmission.

There are no innovations in the way of telling the story. (I am
almost inclined to say, "Thank God!") The narrative proceeds in a
straight line, with the utmost clarity, without obscurity and without
meanings (or alleged meanings) on sixteen different levels.

Marooned 1is based on hard science. Its details, its mise en scene
are so close to reality that they are not so much fiction as 'extrapola-
tions of reality', as someone has said.

Although Marooned does not strain to be spectacular, it often is.
The shots of spacecraft floating in space are impressive, but they do
not have the awesome visual quality of analogous shots in 2001, nor do
they have the poetry.

I have been told by many science fiction fans that one of the major
selling points of 2001 is that the final sequences are 'psychedelic,'
that you are taken on a 'trip'. No such thing happens in Marooned. Many
people say they find spiritual overtones in the Kubrick-Clarke work.
2001, in a sense, presents God according to Arthur C. Clarke. Do not
look to Marooned for the religious experience that some people have
found in 2001, unless you are willing to apply the term 'spiritual' to a
tremendous effort -- against gigantic odds -- to save three fellow human
beings slowly dying for lack of oxygen.

The musical background is strictly utilitarian. It supplements and
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PAPERBACKS

Aldiss, Brian W. & Harry Harrison,
eds. NEBULA AWARD STORIES Num-
ber Two (reissue) Pocket 75114,
Dec. 75¢

Blish, James SPOCK MUST DIE! Ban-
tam H5515, Feb. 60¢

Cabell, James Branch
PLACE (fty, repr)
01855, Feb. 95¢

Carroll, Lewis ALICE IN WONDER-
LAND and Other Favorites. Wash-
ington Square 46325, Feb. 60¢

Clow, Martha deMey STARBREED.
Ballantine 01157, Feb. 75¢

Cowper, Richard PHOENIX (repr)
Ballantine 01856, Feb. 75¢

Cresswell, Helen THE WHITE SEA
HORSE (juv fty, repr) Dell Year-
ling 09518, Jan. 65¢

FAIRY TALES FOR COMPUTERS
Eakins Press, Dec. $2.95

Farmer, Philip Jose TIMESTOP!
(reissue, orig: A Woman a Day)
Lancer 74616, Feb., 75¢

Gordon, Rex THE YELLOW FRACTION.
Ace 94350, Dec. 60¢

Graat, Heinrich THE REVENGE OF
INCREASE SEWALL (supernat. hor-
ror) Belmont B75-1066, Dec. 75¢

Greenan, Russell H. IT HAPPENED
IN BOSTON? (supernat. horror,
repr) Fawcett Crest M1376, Feb.
95¢

Groves, J. W. SHELLBREAK (repr)
Paperback 63-293, Feb. 60¢

Gurney, David THE "F" CERTIFICATE
(repr, ssf) Pocket 77082, Feb.
95¢

Hamilton, Edmond RETURN TO THE
STARS (sequel to Star Kings)
Lancer 74612, Feb. 75¢

Harmon, Jim THE GREAT RADIO HERO-~
ES (nf, reissue) Ace 30255, Dec
75¢

Hay, Jacob & John M. Keshishian
AUTOPSY FOR A COSMONAUT (repr)
Popular 445-01342, Feb. 75¢

Henry, George E. TOMORROW'S MOON
(21st Century monografics no.6)
Little, 1969. $1.95

Jakes, John MASTER OF THE DARK
GATE. Lancer 75113, Feb. 95¢

Knight, Damon, ed. NEBULA AWARD
STORIES (reissue) Pocket 75275,

THE HIGH
Ballantine

(marg.)

Dec. 75¢
Kuttner, Henry  DR. CYCLOPS (also
Too Late for Eternity by Bruce

Walton; The Harpers of Titan by
Edmond Hamilton) Popular 45—
02485, Feb. 60¢

Jackson, Shirley HANGSAMAN (repr,
marg. supernat.) Ace 31705, Dec
75¢

Linkroum, Richard ONE BEFORE BED-
TIME (marg, repr) Pocket 75371,

Dec. 75¢
Martello, Leo L. WEIRD WAYS OF
WITCHCRAFT. HC Pubs., 1969. 31

Mead, Shepherd THE CAREFULLY CON-
SIDERED RAPE OF THE WORLD (repr)
Ace 09150, Feb. 75¢

Meltzer, David GLUE FACTORY (Brain
plant book 4) Essex 20134, 1969

$1.95
Nourse, Alan E. THE MERCY MEN
(repr) Ace 52560, Feb. 60¢

Richmond, Walt & Leigh  PHOENIX
SHIP / EARTHRIM by Nick Kamin.
Ace 66160, Dec. 75¢

Robeson, Kenneth THE MEN WHO SMIL-
ED NO MORE (Doc Savage u45) Ban-
tam H4875, Feb. 60¢
THE MIDAS MAN (Doc Savage Uu6)
Bantam H5217, March. 60¢

Rohmer, Sax THE ROMANCE OF SORC-

ERY (repr) Paperback 65-281,
Feb. 95¢
Ross, Marilyn  BARNABAS COLLINS

AND QUENTIN'S DEMON (Dark Shad-
ows) Paperback 63-275, Feb. 60¢

Russ, Joanna AND CHAOS DIED. Ace
02268, Feb. 75¢

Saxon, Peter SCREAM AND SCREAM
AGAIN (reissue, orig: The Dis-
orientated Man) Paperback 63-273
Feb. 60¢

Smythe, R. John THE CONCEPTION
(sex fty) Late Hour Library
LL843, 1969. $1.25

Somerlott, Robert THE INQUISITOR'S
HOUSE (marg supernat horror, re-
print) Avon W160, Dec. $1.25

Stableford, Brian M. THE BLIND
WORM / SEED OF THE DREAMERS by
Emil Petaja. Ace 06707, Feb. 75¢

Stevenson, Florence A TEAST OF
EGGSHELLS  (supernat) Signet
T4129, Jan. 75¢

Vance, Jack PLANET OF ADVENTURE #4

Continued on Page 21 1
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